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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AS  TO  THE 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Hoxne  Rural  District. 


To  the  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  of  the  HOXNE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Seventh 
Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Hoxne  Rural  District.  It 
includes  the  period  of  52  weeks  ending  December  31st, 
1895. 

Birth  Bate. — The  number  of  births  recorded  in  the 
District  was  28G,  as  compared  with  325  in  1894.  This 
gives  a birth-rate  of  24-9  per  1,000  for  1895,  as  against 
28 \3  in  1894,  and  28'9  in  1893. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Stradbroke  District 76  75  151 

Dennington  District 76  59  .........  135 

Death  Bate. — The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 
registered  during  the  year  1895  was  179  ; of  this 
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number  94  were  registered  in  the  Stradbroke  Division, 
and  85  in  the  Denniugton.  To  these  figures  eight 
deatlis,  which  occurred  in  the  Eye  Union,  must  be 
added,  making  a total  of  187,  as  compared  with  205 
in  the  previous  year. 


This  gives  a death-rate  for  the  year  1895  as  follows  : 


1894. 

1895. 

Stradbroke  Division 

. 18  2 ...  . 

....  16  1 

Dennington  Division  

. 14  9 

....  15-04 

Whole  District  

. 16-5  

....  15-6 

Whole  District,  including  Eye  Union  .. 

. 17-8  

16  3 

The  following  table  will  show  the  death-rate  for 
the  last  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

1886  

Rate  per  1.000. 
170 

Number  of  Deaths 
recorded. 

1887  

1 5*0  

190 

1888  

150  

191 

1889  

14-7  

186 

1890  

171  

216 

1891  

17-4  

200 

1892  

17-2  

198 

1893  

16  5 ...  . 

190 

1894  

178  

205 

1895  

16-3  

187 

The  decrease  in  the  population  will  explain  the 
reason  that  the  death-rate  in  1895  is  higher  than  in 
1889,  which  was  calculated  on  the  census  of  1881  ; 
the  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Census  1881 

1891 

Decrease. 

Stradbroke  Division.... 

6532  

...  5813  .. 

719 

Dennington  Division  . 

6069  

...  5648  ... 

421 

12601 

11461 

1140 

In  1 1 vc  vear  1 S 7 1 the  population  of  1 lie  District 
Avas  14,404,  showing'  a decrease  in  the  ten  years  of 
1803,  Avliicli  was  663  in  excess  of  the  succeeding  ten 
years. 


Table  of  deaths  showing  the  mortality  from  all 
causes  at  different  periods  of  life  : — 


Age. 

Year  1894. 

Year  1895. 

Under  1 year  

36  

45 

1 year  to  5 years  

24  

8 

5 years  to  15  years  ... 

5 

6 

15  years  to  25  years  ... 

7 

9 

25  years  to  65  years  ... 

39  

38 

Over  65  years 

94  

81 

Total  205 

Total  187 

hie  A.  will  give 

further  details 

as  to  causes. 

Reference  to  the  following  table  will  explain  the 
localities  in  which  the  deaths  occurred,  and  the  rate 
per  1,000  for  each  parish  : — 


STRADBROKE  DISTRICT. 


Place. 

Population. 

Xo.  of  Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000 

Metfield 

524  ... 

O 

5-7 

Denham 

272  ... 

()  

. ...  22-0 

Mendham  

590  ... 

9 

15-2 

Weybread 

(138  ... 

1(1  

25-0 

Fressingfield  . 

1 08(4  ... 

11  

101 

Wingfield 

4(56  ... 

9 

19-3 

Hoxne  

934  ... 

21  

22-4 

Stradbroke  . . . . 

10(19  ... 

1(1  

14-9 

Syleham  

234  ... 

3 

12'S 

BENNINGTON  DISTRICT. 


Horham  

...  328  

7 

oi  3 

Sontholt  

...  152  

4 

26-3 

Badingham 

...  598  

9 . 

1 .VO 

Bennington  

...  718  

16  

22*2 

Worling'worth  ... 

...  574  

12T 

Wilby  

400  

3 

Lax  field  

...  905  

12  

13-2 

Athelington  

...  106  

0 

Saxtead  

...  352  

3 

8*5 

Bedingfield 

...  299  

4 

13-3 

Brandish 

...  377  

9 

Monk  Soha’-e 

...  315  

6 

190 

Bed  field  

(;  

16-8 

Tannington  

...  107  

35-9 

5648 
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There  were  27  deaths  over  80  years  of  age,  and 
one  over  90  years. 

MORTALITY  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System.  — There  is  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tins  class  of 
disease,  the  number  in  1895  being  44,  as  compared  with 
53  in  1894.  The  figures  are  made  up  as  follows:  — 
phthisis  12,  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  pleurisy  being 
responsible  for  32.  No  deaths  are  recorded  from 
whooping  cough. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulator//  Systc?//. — The  number  of 
deaths  from  this  class  of  disease  will  compare  favourably 
with  the  previous  year  ; the  figures  are  10  for  1895,  as 
compared  with  13  in  1894. 

Diseases  of  the  Cerebral  System. — Nineteen  deaths, 
as  compared  with  27  in  1894,  may  be  classified  under 


this  head : five  due  to  cerebral  1 Hemorrhage,  eight  to 
apoplexy,  three  to  cerebral  softening,  and  three  to 
convulsions. 

Influenza  caused  two  deaths,  Cancer  twelve,  Diseases 
of  Liver , Kidneys , and  Stomach,  etc.,  nine,  Senility, 
Old  A(/e,  etc.,  caused  30  deaths,  Diabetes,  one  ; Inquests 
were  held  in  11  cases. 

Zymotic  or  Infectious  Diseases. — Only  one  death  was 
registered  under  this  class,  viz.  : a case  of  Puerperal 
Seplicaunia  at  Iloxne — as  compared  with  nine  in  the 
previous  year. 

During  the  year  epidemics  of  measles  of  a mild  type 
prevailed  at  Mendham  and  Fressingtield. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notification ) Act,  1SS9. — It  is 
with  great  pleasure  I have  to  again  record  a great  decrease 
in  the  number  of  certificates  received  under  this  Act, 
the  number  in  1895  being  only  31,  as  compared  with  59 
in  1894.  and  103  in  1893. 


1894 

1895 

Disease. 

No.  of  Certifi- 
cates received. 

Deaths. 

No.  of  Certifi- 
cates received. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

0 

3 

0 

Diphtheria 

(5 

1 

8 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

o 

0 

4 

1 

Erysipelas 

13 

2 

10 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

0 

4 

0 

Continued,  Fever 

0 

0 

2 

0 

59 

3 

31 

1 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Erysipelas  is  responsible  for 
nearly  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified. 
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Diphtheria  is  responsible  lor  8 cases,  'which  were  dis- 
tributed as  follows: — Hoxne  3,  Denham  2,  Wingfield, 
\\  eybread  and  Syleliam  one  each. 

Scarlet  Ferer. — Three  cases,  one  each  in  Hoxne, 
Saxtead  and  Denuington. 

Typhoid  Fever. — One  case  each  in  Saxtead,  lloxne, 
Lax  field  and  Dennington. 

Puerperal  Fever  occurred  in  Brandish,  Worlingworth, 
Bedingfield  and  Hoxne. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  Denham  were  caused  by 
defective  privy  accommodation,  a large  dilapidated  cistern 
which  was  abandoned,  and  an  earth  closet  substituted. 
The  cases  at  Hoxne,  Weybread,  and  Syleham  were  of  a 
mild  type,  no  sanitary  defects  were  found. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  slight  and  well-isolated. 

Typhoid  Fever. — In  all  the  typhoid  cases  no  sanitary 
defects  were  found,  the  drinking  water  was  examined  and 
found  good,  the  cases  were  all  of  very  short  duration,  and 
soon  made  good  recoveries. 

Systematic  Inspection  of  District. — The  systematic 
inspection  of  the  District  has  been  carried  on  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
sometimes  separately,  at  other  times  together,  and  it  must 
be  gratifying  to  this  District  Council  that  the  good  feeling 
between  the  majority  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
property  and  this  Council  expressed  last  year,  still  exists, 
and  it  has  not  been  necessary  in  any  case  to  take  magis- 
terial proceedings. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  visited  t lie  schools,  hake 
offices,  and  slaughter-houses  in  the  District  during  the  past 
year,  lie  has  inspected  1,47(5  houses,  found  1.58  nuisances 
existing,  and  in  24  cases  you  caused  orders  to  he  made  for 
the  removal  or  abatement  of  the  nuisances. 

The  following  list  will  give  particulars  of  the  chief 
nuisances  abated  : — 

20  New  earth  closets. 

13  New  privies. 

13  Privies  cleaned  and  repaired 

17  Foul  ditches  cleaned  out. 

25  Accumulations  of  manure  removed. 

3 Houses  disinfected. 

1 School  disinfected. 

13  Ponds  cleaned  out. 

1 Pi^ -sty  removed. 

9 Houses  improved. 

7 Backyards  cleaned. 

1 New  house  built. 

The  Water  Supply  during  1895  has  been  the  cause 
of  considerable  anxiety.  The  town  pond  at  Wilby  has 
been  considerably  improved.  The  Laxfield  water  supply 
was  contaminated  with  tar,  supposed  to  have  been  caused 
by  the  placing  of  H.M.  Telegraph  posts  too  near  the 
drain  supplying  the  well  ; steps  were  taken  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  nuisance,  which  up  to  the  present  have 
proved  successful.  I have  examined  thirteen  samples  of 
water,  and  found  it  necessary  to  condemn  five  as  being 
unfit  for  domestic  use. 

The  cottages  in  the  district  have  received  special 
attention  during  the  past  year,  but  1 regret  to  say  there  is 
still  great  need  of  further  improvement. 
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Two  attempts  were  made  to  start  offensive  trades  in 
unsuitable  places,  both  of  which  were  promptly  stopped. 
The  District  Council  has  had  notices  posted  in  conspicuous 
places  in  the  District,  under  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878  (40  and  41  Viet.  Cap.  2d  Section  6),  also  an 
extract  from  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  35.,  giving 
notice  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  owners  of  new  houses, 
or  any  that  may  be  pulled  down  to  or  below  the  ground 
floor,  to  obtain  a certificate  from  this  authority  before  they 
are  occupied  ; this  order  has  been  carefully  carried  out. 

Thanking  my  fellow-officers  for  the  valuable  assistance 
they  are  always  willing  to  render,  and  the  District  Council 
for  the  kind  support  given  me  during  the  past  six  years, 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PECHEY  SMART, 


Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


Fressingfield, 

February,  189G. 


TABLES 

Appended  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1895. 


Table  of  DEATHS  during  the  year  189.">,  in  the  district  of  the  Hoxnc  Rural  District  Council,  classified  according  to 

Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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"Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  compulsory  in  the  District  since  November  1st,  1S92. 
A Ward  in  disused  Union  House  is  utilised  as  Isolation  Hospital. 
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